Hepatic resection in the treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma: report of 60 cases.
During the last 3 years and 9 months, hepatic resections were carried out on 60 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). The resections were radical in 44 and palliative in 16 cases. Simultaneous operations were performed for oesophageal varices in 11 (9 prophylactic and 2 therapeutic) and for cholelithiasis in 9 patients. Fifty-nine patients had underlying hepatic disease; 52 had cirrhosis and 7 chronic hepatitis. Operative mortality rate within 1 month was 10 per cent and overall hospital mortality rate was 16.7 per cent. Excluding operative and hospital deaths, 76.8 per cent of patients who had radical excision and 18.8 per cent with palliative resections are alive. The result indicates that HCCs are frequently resectable even in the presence of liver cirrhosis provided that they are discovered at a relatively early stage.